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The 1999 Illinois State University Trombone Workshop presents 
Charles Vernon, Trombone 
Greg Otten, Piano 
The seventy-ninth program of the 1998-99 season. 
Kemp Recital Hall 
Saturday Evening 
February 6, 1999 
7:00 p.m. 
Program 
Concerto for Alto Trombone Tomaso Albinoni 
(1671-1750) 
Intennezzo Op.118,No.2 Johannes Brahms 
. (1833-1897) 
arr. John Miodeman 
Concerto for Trombone Jim Pugh 
Intermission 
Concerto for Trombone Jean-Michel Defaye 
(born 1932) 
Air et Finale for Bass Trombone and Piano Robert Planet 
(born 1908) 
Rhapsody for Bass Trombone Eric Ewazen 
(born 1954) 
Mr. Vernon's appearance is made possible by support from 
The Selmer Company. · 
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Biographies 
l charles Vernon joined the Chicago Symphony in 1986 as bass trombonist, coming 
from the Philadelphia Orchestra, where be bad setved in that same position since 11981. Prior to that, be held identical posts with the Baltimore Symphony (1971 to 1980) and the San Francisco Symphony (1980-81). 
A native of Asheville, North Carolina, Vernon attended Brevard College and 
'
Georgia State University. His principal teachers were Edward Kleinbammer (bass 
trombone) and Arnold Jacobs (tuba), both former members of the Chicago Sym-
phony. He has been on the faculties of Catholic University (1972 to 1980) and the 
I-Brevard Music Center ~1972 to 1980, and ~e also_ bas taught ~t the Philadelph~ College of the Perfonnmg Arts and the Curus Insutute of Music. He currently 1s on 
the faculty of DePaul University. 
I-A clinician for the Selmer Instrument Company and frequent guest artist for the International Trombone Association, he has made numerous appearances as a 
soloist throughout the world. In April 1991 Vernon gave the world premiere of 
I Ellen Taffe Zwilich's Concerto for Bass Trombone, which was commissioned by the Orchestra for its centennial, with the Chicago Symphony under Daniel Barenboim. 
As a part-time athlete, Charles Vernon is an avid master swimmers and is a medal I winner in most freestyle races at swimming championships. "As time passes, I realize that I must keep doing it, so that I can keep doing it!" 
Charles's wife Alison is a soprano and sales director for Mary Kay cosmetics. She 
'
also has been extremely involved with the national children's rights group Hear My 
Voice. Saving the best for last, the Vemons have two sons, Mark and Gary. 
I Greg Otten has pcrfonned throughout the United S1a1es and Europe as a soloist and 
I chamber musician. He won first prize in the Edgar Stillman-Kelley Competition and in the National Federation of Music Clubs Piano Competition, and he has 
perfonned in New York at the YMHA, CAMI Hall, and on WQXR's "Listening 
Room". Major recent perfonnances include appearances with the Venneer Quartet, I the Rutgers University Orchestra with Jens Nygaard, the Northern Illinois Univer-
sity Wind Ensemble, and a rare performance of Ben Johnston's Suite for Microtonal 
Piano that was highly acclaimed by the composer. 
I Dr. Otten currently teaches at Northern Illinois University, where he has a studio of private piano students. He also teaches group piano and piano pedagogy, and he 
accompanies numerous faculty and student recitals each year. At Rutgers Univer-1 sity in New Jersey, Otten appeared in faculty concerts and in new music programs, 
. and for several years he taught piano and aural skills at Rutgers and maintained a 
private studio of piano and music theory students in the New York City area. 
I I 
As accompanist and music director, Otten has worked with such organizations 
as the Jupiter Symphony, the Youth Symphony of New York, the Opera En-
semble of New York:, the ASCAP Composers' Workshop, the International 
Music Seminar of the German Democratic Republic, and the Friedelind Wagner 
MH aster C!a5Prses in EHngland.LHe also performed in vocal master classes with , , 
ermann ey and anne- ore Kuhse. 
Otten holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from Rutgers University and is a 
member of Pi Kappa Lambda, a music honorary society. He also holds a Master I 
of Music degree with Highest Distinction from Indiana University and has 
completed graduate piano studies at the Musik:hochschule in Munich as a Rotary 
Foundation Fellowship recipient. His piano teachers have included Theodore , -
Lettvin, Menahem Pressler (of the Beaux Arts Trio), William Masselos, Bruce 
Hungerford, and Alfons Kontarsky. 
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